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A. BACKGROUND 

a. The Animal Welfare Act states, “The IACUC shall conduct continuing reviews of activities 

covered by this subchapter at appropriate intervals as determined by the IACUC, but not less than 

annually” (9CFR §2.31(d)(5)). 

b. On November 24, 2021, the USDA APHIS (Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service) issued a 

final rule, effective December 27, 2021. The ruling, in response to the 21st Century Cures Act, 

stated: “We proposed to amend §2.31(d)(5) by removing the continuing review requirement and 

adding the requirement for a complete review of activities at appropriate intervals as determined 

by the IACUC, but not less than every 3 years.” This change harmonizes the timeline for the 

complete review process with the NIH OLAW requirement.  As such, UNTHSC IACUC will no 

longer require the annual review of protocols, regardless of species. 
 

B. RESPONSIBILITIES 

a. The IACUC at the University of North Texas Health Science Center has the responsibility to assure 

that all animal use activity meets federal law mandates, Public Health Service policy, the Guide 

recommendations and all accreditation expectations. 

b. Principal Investigators (PI) are responsible to comply with the requirements set forth by UNTHSC 

IACUC to meet the federal regulations for all animal use activities.  
 

C. PROCECURES 

a. Annual reviews are no longer required, regardless of species, in accordance to the updated ruling 

by the USDA APHIS in response to the 21st Century Cures Act.  

b. Amendment review, semi-annual inspections, and increased post-approval monitoring audits 

provides a more in-depth continuing review process for these activities.  

c. All protocols undergo a complete de novo review every three years in accordance to the Animal 

Welfare Act and PHS Policy.  
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