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A.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

a.

This document provides guidelines for adoption of research animals from
University of North Texas Health Science Center (UNTHSC).

The Guide for the Care and Use of Laboratory Animals, the PHS Policy, and the
Animal Welfare Act are silent on the issue of private adoption of research animals
as pets after a study has been completed or the animals are no longer required for
research. The Office of Laboratory Animal Welfare (OLAW) is supportive of the
concept of adoption.

B. RESPONSIBILITIES

a.

d.

It is the responsibility of the Principal Investigator (PI) to indicate if the animal is
no longer needed for research at UNTHSC. Further, the PI is responsible for
disclosing any information that would make the animal inappropriate for
adoption, including but not limited to, any conditions that may impact the
animal’s suitability as a pet. The PI is also responsible for any per diem charges,
veterinary care, or other fees related to the animals associated with the adoption.
The adopter is responsible for providing evidence of suitable housing, husbandry,
companionship, and veterinary care for the animal.

It is the responsibility of the Veterinarian or qualified designee to examine the
animal, which may include a physical examination, blood testing, vaccination, or
any other tests deemed necessary to determine whether the animal is a suitable
pet. In addition, it is the responsibility for the veterinarian or qualified designee to
screen potential adopters for their suitability, knowledge of the species and the
care that it requires, and other qualifications.

It is the responsibility of the [ACUC to approve the adoption.

C. PROCEDURES

a.

Eligibility:
For a research animal to be eligible for adoption the following conditions must be
met:
i. Animals that have undergone a major surgical procedure will only be
adopted out at the discretion of the attending veterinarian.




ii.

1il.

The animal should not have been administered any non-pharmaceutical
grade substances. If any pharmaceutical grade drugs have been
administered to the animal, the drugs should be disclosed to the potential
adopter.

Animals which have been exposed to any infectious agents are not eligible
for adoption.

iv. Transgenic or immune-suppressed animals are not eligible for adoption.
v. Animals must be adopted as personal or family pets only, and may not be

sold, used for commercial purposes (i.e., breeding, exhibiting, etc....), or
used as food for human or animal consumption.

vi. The animal must be in good health and of acceptable behavior.

vii. The adopter is willing to accept responsibility for any future medical care/
support as may be required.

b. Process:

The IACUC recommends the following set of procedures:

1.

ii.

1il.

1v.

vi.

The Principal Investigator must first indicate that animal is not needed for
research at UNTHSC, with evidence that the animal may not be used by
other PIs with an IACUC approved protocol.

1. The PI must sign a statement of assurance that the animal is
eligible for adoption (based on the standards of eligibility outlined
in this document).

The Veterinarian or qualified designee will examine the animal to ensure
its eligibility, which may include a physical examination of the animal,
blood testing, appropriate vaccinations, or other tests deemed necessary to
determine that the animal is a suitable pet.

The potential new owner will meet with the attending Veterinarian or
qualified designee to determine the reasons for the adoption and the
person’s willingness and ability to provide for the animal’s welfare, as
well as, screened for suitability, knowledge of care, and other
qualifications.

An adoption form is completed and signed by all parties, the PI, the
potential new owner, and the veterinarian or qualified designee.

This form is then submitted to the IACUC for approval. This form may be
reviewed either via Designated Member Review, or Full Committee
Review.

Once approved by the IACUC, the animal adoption day is scheduled by
the veterinarian or qualified designee. The form will be completed by the
veterinarian or qualified designee, showing the transfer of the animal
ownership to the new owner. The new owner will receive a copy of the
form, and all appropriate parties (i.e., DLAM, TACUC Office, and PI) will



receive a copy for their files. The University will no longer be responsible
for the animal, its care, or any damage it may cause.

D. REFERENCES
a. OLAW FAQ.F. Animal Use and Management. 11. Can IACUCs authorize the adoption
of research animals as pets after the animals are no longer needed for study?
E. Attachments:
a. Adoption Form



https://olaw.nih.gov/faqs#/guidance/faqs?anchor=50374
https://www.unthsc.edu/research/wp-content/uploads/sites/21/056_Adoption_Form.pdf

