
2 0 2 4  V i r t u a l  C o n f e r e n c e

P O S TER DES IGN
P REP  S ES S IO N
TUESDAY, FEB 20, 2024

12 P M-1P M    LIB- 2 2 5

Presented by 
Gib s o n  D. Le w is  Lib ra ry



A research poster is a professional 
d isp la y o f re se a rc h , o ft e n  u se d  d u rin g  
p ro fe ssio n a l co n fe re n ce s o r a ca d e m ic  
p re se n t a t io n s. 

W h a t  is  a  Re se a rc h  P o s t e r?





Re c o m m e n d e d  
P ro g ra m :

PowerPoint

Fro m  Sc ra t c h :
• Op e n  Ne w  P re se n t a t io n  
• File /P a g e  Se t u p ...

• W id t h  56  in ch e s
• He ig h t  36  in ch e s

• Ho m e /La yo u t  - b la n k la yo u t

Fro m  P o s t e r Te m p la t e :
• Te m p la t e s  a va ila b le  a t :

• Re se a rch  P o st e r Gu id e  - Lib ra ry 
• Ma rke t in g  & Co m m u n ica t io n s

lin k t o  t e m p la t e s



Title

Su b -Tit le

Bo d y Te xt

Im a g e

Gra p h ics

Ta b le

P o s t e r
Ele m e n t s



typography b a la n ce co lo r la yo u t



Typography
Se c t io n



No m ore  th a n  
tw o  fon t  typ e s.



• Se rif fo n t s  u se  e xt ra  s t ro ke s  o r "fe e t "
• Be s t  fo r p rin t e d  w o rks  





Arial

Times New Roman

Helvetica





• Keep it simple, no more than two fonts —generally 
one for the titles and one for the body text.

• When selecting a font you can’t go wrong with the 
classics: Arial, Times New Roman or Helvetica.

Typ o g ra p h y - Su m m a ry



Balance
Se c t io n



Un -Ba la n c e d  P o s t e r



Ba la n c e d  P o s t e r



• images should be imported as 
jpeg or png formats preferably 300 
dpi (dots per inch) for printing 
large scale or 72 dpi for large 
dimensions

• this step prevents your images 
from appearing pixelated

Im a g e  Be s t  P ra c t ic e s

P h ot o  b y Lu ca s Hoa n g on  Un sp la sh

https://unsplash.com/@zuizuii?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/s/photos/pixelated?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


Alw a ys g ive  
cre d it  to  th e  

p h otog ra p h e r 
o r a u th or. 






• Un sp la sh - Online resource for free -
usable images.

• Stocksy - Resource for art forward 
stock photos and footage. (not free!)

Image Resources - Generic

https://unsplash.com
https://www.stocksy.com


• Op e n -I - A resource of the 
National Library of 
Medi cine, the website is an 
open access biomedical 
image search engine.

• BioRender - Tool to help 
scientists create and share 
beautiful, professional 
scientific figures.

Image Resources - Biomedical 

http://openi.nlm.nih.gov
https://unsplash.com/
https://unsplash.com/
https://unsplash.com/
https://www.biorender.com
https://unsplash.com/





• Your poster should be more than just words.
• Where possible include images and graphs to create 

balance and to communicate your content in a 
different way.

• Avoid copyright materials on your poster.
• Always give credit to the photographer or cite the 

source.

Ba la n c e  - Su m m a ry



Color
Se c t io n



• Avoid large areas of black or extremely dark colors. 
Dense areas of ink can make the paper weak and 
takes a long time to dry.

• Consider matching your color palette with your 
imagery.

• Some institutions require you use their brand colors. 
For more details about the HSC brand visit the Office 
of Marketing & Communications

Co lo r - Su m m a ry

https://www.unthsc.edu/marketing-and-communications/resources/templates/


RGB 37 55 70
CMYK 8 8  57 27 65

HEX 25374 6

P MS 754 6 C

RGB 132 18 9 0
CMYK 4 8  0  10 0  1

HEX 8 4 BD0 0

P MS 376 C

RGB 0  119 139 
CMYK 10 0  0  24  30

HEX 0 0 778 B

P MS 314 5 C

HSC Co lo rs  



Layout
Se c t io n



ORCID

QR 
CODES



consistent m a rg in s

u n ifo rm
"g u t t e r"



• Do not over crowd poster with information.
• Be conscious of the margins, information too close to 

the edge may be cut off.

La yo u t  - Su m m a ry



Posters must be a PDF file,  
s ize  ca n n o t  e xce e d  70 0  MB! 

P o s t e r Fo rm a t t in g  No t e  

P o st e rs  & Vid e o s a re  d u e  b y 11:59  P .M. o n  
Tu e sd a y, Ma rc h  19 t h , 20 24 ! 



P rin t in g  P o s t e rs
Posters can be 
p rin t e d  a t  
On e  St o p  P rin t in g

HSC Office  o f 
Ma rke t in g  a n d  
Co m m u n ica t io n s



Resources

RAD Playlist

Research Poster Guide 

Scientific Writing Guide

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLwtroUCpALybMvA-j9t50iuPyvZShszW1
https://libguides.unthsc.edu/posters
https://libguides.unthsc.edu/writing


Be  in te n t ion a l 
w ith  you r 

d e sig n  ch o ice s.






Poster De sig n Qu e st io n s
Em a il RAD@unthsc.edu

AskALibrarian@unthsc.edu
Visit LIB222 Suite
Chat via Library webpage
Phone 817-735-2465

Poster Research Questions
Contact your mentor
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